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The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  ( US  DA )  and  the  Community 
Services  Administration  (CSA)  are  co-sponsoring  this  regional 
small  farms  conference  in  cooperation  with  ACTION.  The 
conference  is  designed  to: 

--  Provide  small  farm  operators  an  opportunity  to  identify 
problems  that  are  important  to  their  farm  operations 
and  families. 

--  Develop  priority  needs  and  suggest  programs  that  will 
benefit  small  farm  operators  and  their  families. 

--  Identify  what  small  farm  operators  need,  as  contrasted 
with  what  other  farmers  need. 

Follow-up  from  the  conference  will  include  a  regional  report 
and  national  summary  of  the  five  conferences.  The  information 
and  recommendations  from  the  conferences  will  be  used  to 
determine  what  administrative  changes  need  to  be  made  in  US  DA 
and  CSA,  and  as  the  basis  for  new  legislation  and  an  administration 
policy  for  small  farmers. 

This  computer  report  was  prepared  by: 

J.  G.  Massey,  Texas  A&M  University,  College  Station,  Texas 
C.  A.  Fasick,  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Washington  Office 
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THE  SMALL  FARM  ISSUE 


BOB  BERGLAND,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

For  too  long,  we  have  heard  predictions  that  the  small  farmer  will  soon  become 
extinct  as  those  farm  families  are  forced  from  the  land,  It  has  been  a  trend, 
but  I  am  committed  to  improve  USDA  programs  to  better  serve  the  small  farm 
family  and  halt  that  trend. 

We  believe  the  small  farm  family  in  America  is  basic  to  a  healthly  farm  and 
rural  economy. 

We  believe  the  farm  family  is  still  the  basis  of  a  desirable  pattern  for 
American  agricultural  and  rural  living  in  this  nation, 

We  will  be  listening  to  the  farmer  delegates  attending  these  Small  Farm 
Conferences  and  to  their  suggestions  and  recommendations.  There  will  be 
follow-up  action  where  we  can  identify  changes  that  need  to  be  made  to  help 
small  farmers. 

GRACIELA  OLIVAREZ ,  Director  of  Community  Services  Administration 

The  Community  Services  Administration,  as  the  national  advocate  for  the  low- 
income  and  economical ly  disadvantaged,  recognizes  the  critical  need  to  assist 
low-income  farmers  and  their  families  in  improving  their  economic  condition 
and  quality  of  life  through  resource  mobilization,  delivery  or  services  and 
improved  access  to  Federal,  state  and  local  services  and  programs. 

SAM  BROWN ,  Director  of  ACTION 

In  a  large  sense  our  futures  are  inseparable, 

At  ACTION  we  are  committed  to  the  notion  that  the  revitalization  of  both 
rural  and  urban  communities  depends  primarily  on  the  development  of  policies 
and  practices  that  are  smaller  in  scale  than  those  now  associated  with  our 
government.  This  commitment  to  smallness  embraces  concepts  such  as  development 
of  technologies  more  useful  to  family  farms,  development  of  community-organized 
programs  that  rely  more  on  people's  energy  and  imagination  than  money  and  the 
scaling  down  of  government  to  make  it  more  responsive  to  the  best  interests 
of  its  citizens. 

If  you  can  stay  small  and,  with  some  help  from  us,  find  a  way  to  prosper  then 
I  believe  our  approach  to  problems  will  also  succeed. 
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RUPERT  CUTLER,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

for  Conservation,  Research  and  Education 

We  have  programs  of  conservation,  research  and  education  for  the  small  farm 
family.  In  spite  of  these  programs,  we  are  not  reaching  enough  small  farm 
families  with  conservation  and  research  information  through  our  educational 
channel  s . 

Do  small  farm  operators  need  conservation  and  research  programs  different 
from  other  farmers? 

Do  small  farm  families  need  a  different  educational  approach--more  one-to-one 
contact  with  a  para-professional  than  group  contact? 

We  expect  the  Small  Farm  Conference  work  groups  of  farmer  delegates  to  provide 
guidelines  to  answer  these  and  related  questions  with  an  indication  of  priority 
needs.  Then,  we  can  propose  and  move  ahead  with  administrative  and  legislative 
changes . 


DALE  HATHAWAY,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

for  International  Affairs  and  Commodity  Programs 

The  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service  conducts  the  USDA 
farm  program  for  cost  sharing  programs  with  all  farmers  that  install  needed 
soil,  water,  workland  and  wildlife  conserving  practices.  We  will  be  very 
interested  to  see  what  the  Small  Farm  Conferences  can  identify  in  the  cost 
sharing  programs  that  should  be  changed  to  better  serve  the  small  farm  operator 

The  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program  provides  farmers  in  counties  where  available 
with  all-risk  insurance  that  repays  production  costs  of  crop  loss  because 
of  bad  weather,  insects,  disease  and  other  unavoidable  natural  causes.  This 
program  is  structured  to  serve  all  farmers,  and  we  welcome  suggestions  on 
how  to  extend  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program  to  more  small  farmers. 


ALEX  MERCURE,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  Rural  Development 

Listening  to  the  men  and  women  and  minorities  who  operate  the  small  farms  in 
America  make  the  five  regional  Small  Farm  Conferences  an  opportunity  for  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  his  staff  to  have  grass  roots  input  from  the 
people  needing  help  in  the  rural  community. 

We  believe  that  rural  development  in  the  states  is  synonymous  with  improving 
the  quality  of  living  and  increasing  income  for  the  small  farm  family. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  rural  development  programs  such  as  the  loan 
programs  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  which  are  designed  to  aid  the 
small  farm  operator.  We  anticipate  the  conferences  will  identify  any 
inadequacies  in  programs  that  will  help  us  make  them  more  accessible  for  the 
small  farmer.  We  will  make  every  effort  to  change  and  initiate  needed  programs 

JOAN  WALLACE,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  Administration 

This  administration  is  interested  in  co-sponsoring  conferences  on  small  farm 
problems  not  because  there  are  many  small  farms,  but  because  they  represent 
many  people--over  60  percent  of  all  farmers  1 
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What  we  need  to  keep  in  focus  is  that  people  on  these  small  farms  live  and 
toil,  raise  families,  have  hope  and  ambition,  contribute  to  society,  and  produce 
food  and  fiber  for  the  nation. 

We  prefer  to  think  about  the  small  farm  problem  as  a  matter  of  famil  ies--not 
statistics.  We  believe  that  the  people  who  are  in  need  of  help  also  have 
some  knowledge  of  how  help  might  be  structured  to  give  the  most  benefit  for 
the  least  dollars  invested.  In  other  words,  we  believe  suggestions  and  counsel 
from  small  farm  families  can  be  highly  beneficial  in  the  decision  and  legislative 
process  where  USDA  represents  your  concerns  and  needs.  We  are  dedicated  to 
providing  equal  opportunities  for  agricultural  services. 


HOWARD  HJORT,  Director  of  Economics,  Policy  Analysis  and  Budget 

Information  gathered  from  these  regional  conferences  will  help  USDA's  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service  improve  Federal  agricultural  data  systems 
to  better  serve  the  needs  of  small  farmers.  In  addition,  more  knowledge 
about  the  characteristics  and  needs  of  the  small  farm  operator  and  his  family 
will  help  Department  officials  improve  programs  to  increase  family  income 
from  both  farm  and  nonfarm  sources. 

Besides  research,  the  Economics,  Statistics  and  Cooperatives  Service  provides 
technical  assistance  to  help  farmers  market  their  products  and  purchase 
supplies  cooperatively.  We  hope  that  what  we  learn  from  these  Conferences 
will  enable  us  to  make  these  programs  more  useful  to  small  farmers. 

We  are  committed  to  making  every  effort  to  see  that  our  work  serves  the 
interests  of  small  farm  families. 

JOHN  LEWIS,  Associate  Director,  Domestic  Operations  for  ACTION 

We  are  happy  to  be  allied  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Community 
Services  Administration  for  this  important  "listen  and  learn"  conference. 

Both  agencies  have  helped  us  to  develop  successful  volunteer  programs  for 
rural  America. 

ACTION  has  volunteers  in  the  field  today  assisting  small  farmers  on  production 
and  marketing  problems.  Many  more  volunteers  are  working  in  rural  areas 
to  improve  housing,  education,  recreation  and  health  services  and  to  provide 
help  for  the  frail  elderly. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done.  We  welcome  your  ideas  and  look  forward  to 
the  development  of  dynamic  solutions  to  problems  of  family  farms. 
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PROBLEM  RATINGS:  Delegates  in  their  working 
groups  rated  the  importance  of  the  problems 
they  identified  on  a  scale  of  1  to  5.  A  "5" 
meant  the  problem  was  of  utmost  importance. 

A  "1"  indicated  lowest  importance.  A  zero 
rating,  or  no  rating  at  all,  meant  the  delegate 
had  no  opinion.  The  problem  ratings  shown 
below  are  averages  of  the  delegates'  ratings. 


WORKING  GROUP  I  (A) 
ACCESS  TO  CAPITAL  AND  CREDIT 


CD  UJ  C3 
C  — I  Z 
a  m  h 
LxJ  O  I— 

PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION _  <  ^  ** 


1  REPAYMENT:  THERE  REE  NO  PROVISIONS  FDR  DEFERMENT  4.7£ 

□F  PRYMENT;  REPRYMENT  PERIDDS  RRE  TDD  SHDRT . 

£  FM.H.R.  LDRNS — HRED  TD  DBTR1N  LOANS .  U>  FORMS  4.78 

TDD  COMPLICRTED  TD  FILL  OUT  .  <.£.:•  FHRMERS  LRNNDT 

GET  THE  MONEY  WHEN  NEEDED 5  GDDD  PURCHRSES  LDS I 
BECRUSE  DF  TIME  INVOLVED.  <.3.:-  SOME  FHRMERS  DD  MOT 
HRVE  ENOUGH  CDLLRTERRL  TD  DBTR1N  R  LORN.  -:.4>  LACK 
DF  INFDRMRTIDN  DN  SOURCES  DF  RVRILRBLE  FUNDS. 

3  IT  TRKES  TDD  LONG  FDR  NEW  FMHR  POLICIES  HMD  4.67 

INFDRMRTIDN  TD  RERCH  FRRMERS  RND  FMHR  OFFICES. 

THERE  IS  R  LACK  DF  UNDERSTANDING  BY  SDME  FMHR 
PERSONNEL  PERTAINING  TD  THE  FRRMERS  ABILITY  TD 

ACCOMPLISH  GOALS. 

4  INTEREST : CURRENT  HIGH  INTEREST  RATES  CRUSE  R  4.56 

DOUBLING  DF  REPAYMENT.  LACK  DF  FEDERHL  SUBSIDY 

DN  COMMERCIAL  DR  PRIVATE  LENDING  INSTITUTIONS 
TD  IMPLEMENT  LDW  INTEREST  RATES  FDR  FARMS  RND 
FARM  OPERATION  LDRNS  PREVENTS  AFFORDABLE  LDRNS. 


5  HARD  TD  GET  ENOUGH  ADEQUATE  CAPITAL  FDR  PROFITABLE  4.47 

OPERATION. 

6  HIGH  INITIAL  INVESTMENT  COSTS.  4.4£ 

7  NEED  MORE  FUNDS  FDR  AGENCIES  SERVING  FARMERS.  4.39 

8  HARD  TD  SATISFY  THE  CRITERIA  TD  GET  LOANS  TD  START  4.39 

A  FARM. 
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HTTITUDEs  THERE  IS  A  NEGATIVE  ATT  1 T UDE  BY  THE  4.11 

LEMDER  TOWARD  THE  SMALL  FHRhER — HE  IS  CONSIDERED 
A  BHD  RISK.  THERE  IS  A  LACK  OF  UNDERST HMD I  Mb 
□  F  THE  SMALL  FARMER’S  CASH  FLOW  AND  AN  UNDUE 
SKEPTICISM  OF  HIS  MANAGEMENT  AND  ABILITY  TO  REPAY. 

ALSO*  THERE  IS  A  LACK  OF  REALIZATION  THAT  AGRI¬ 
CULTURE  IS  A  BASIC  PART  OF  THE  ECONOMY. 

FARMERS  ARE  CONSIDERED  A  HIGH  RISK  BY  LENDERS.  IT 
SEEMS  THAT  LENDING  INSTITUTIONS  (.COMM .  BANKS? 

FMHA?  PRODUCTION  CREDIT?  FEDERAL  LAND  BANK?  ASCS> 

DO  NOT  WANT  TO  LOAN  TO  ANY  ONE  BUT  THE  LOAN-WORTHY 
FARMER.  THE  SHARE-CROPPER?  INEXPERIENCED?  SMALL? 

YOUNG  UR  TENANT  FARMER  IS  IGNORED. 

THE  SMALL  FARMER  DOES  NOT  HAVE  THE  VOLUME  TD  MEET 
THE  STRINGENT  DEMANDS  OR  REQUIREMENTS  DF  THE 
LENDER. 


10  EQUITY:  THERE  EXISTS  A  HIGH  DEGREE  OF  INFLEX  3.89 

IB1LITY  ON  CONSIDERING  EQUITY  OTHER  THAN  REAL 

ESTATE  SUFFICIENT  COLLATERAL  FOR  A  LONG  TERM 
LOAN.  CIO  YEARS  OR  MQRE> 

11  NO  PROTECTION  OR  CERTAINTY  IN  IMPROVING  LEASED  3.44 

LAND. 

IE  GOVERNMENT  INVESTMENTS  ARE  NOT  EQUALLY  DISTRIBUTED  3.29 
TO  THE  NORTHEAST. 

13  FARMERS  HAVE  TD  RISK  EVERYTHING  FOR  LOAN  COL  .  3.06 

LATERAL — BETTER  RETURN  FROM  SAVINGS  ACCOUNT. 

14  ASCS  TOO  SLOW  IN  IMPLEMENTING  PROGRAMS.  3.00 
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WORKING  GROUP  II  (B) 
PRODUCTION  AND  MANAGEMENT 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  INCRERSING  PRODUCTION  COSTS  WITHOUT  EQUAL  PRICE  4 .92 

INCRERSES: INFLATION*  MARKETING  COSTS*  EQUIPMENT 
AND  PRODUCTION  COSTS.  SMRLL  PRRMERS  CRNNGT  SUR 
VIVE  I NFLRT 1  ON .  COSTS  OF  EQUIPMENT*  REPAIRS* 

FEED*  FERTILIZER  RND  LRBUR  RRE  INCRERSING  WITHOUT 
EQURL  INCRERSES  RND  SOMETIMES  DECRERS 1 NG  PRICES 
RECEIVED  BY  THE  PRRMERS  FOR  THEIR  PRODUCTS. 

SMRLL  FRRMERS  LACK  THE  PRODUCTION  CAPACITY  TO 
ABSORB  HIGHER  PRODUCTION  COSTS  RND  TECHNOLOGICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

£  LABOR:  MINIMUM  WAGES — UNAVAILABILITY  OF  SKILLED  4.08 

SEASONAL  LABOR — COST  AND  REGULATION  OF  HOUSING — 
INSURANCE.  THE  PROBLEM  OF  HIRING  LABOR  IS  THAT 
WE  CANNOT  COMPETE  WITH  INDUSTRY  WHGES  AND  BENEFITS. 
GOVERNMENT  WELFARE  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT  BENEFITS  ARE 
MORE  ATTRACTIVE  WITHOUT  WORK  THAN  OUR  WHGES  WITH 
WORK.  MAKE  THE  COST  OF  WORKMAN'S  COMPENSATION  FOR 
THE  FARMER  MORE  REASONABLE. 

3  GOVERNMENT  POLICIES — LACK  OF  SUBSIDIES*  LEGAL  AID-.  3.77 
TOO  MUCH  EPA  REGULATIONS. 

4  ASCS  COST  SHARING  FDR  CONSERVATION  TD  HOBBY  FARM-  3.69 
ERS — TAX  SHELTERS. 

5  PROCUREMENT  OF  SUPPLIES  ON  H  SMALL  SCALE  -  FUEL.  3.54 

THE  SMALL  FARMER  MUST  TIE  UP  TOD  MUCH  CAPITAL 

IN  UNHEEDED  SUPPLIES  <I.E.  FUEL*  PAPER  GOODS* 

BULK  FEEDS*  SEEDS*  FENCING*  FERTILIZERS* 

BUILDING  AND  REF'HIR  SUPPLIES  ETC.  ^  IN  ORDER  TO 
RECEIVE  LOWER  RATES*  RESULTING  IN  LOSS  OF  STORAGE 
SPACE*  TIME*  INVENTORY  DEPRECIATION  AND  POSSIBLE 
FIRE  AND  THEFT  LOSS. 
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6  LACK  OF  COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  FARMERS  AND  3.54 

GOVERNMENT  PERSONNEL  AND  TAE  COMMUNITY.  A> LACK 
OF  NEW?  UP-TO-DATE*  AND  CURRENT  INFORMATION  RE¬ 
LEASED  TO  TAE  SMALL  FARMER — NEED  DATA.  B>  POORLY 
INFORMED  EXTENT  1  ON  AGENTS^  .  DISINTERESTED  IN  SMALL 
FARMERS.  C>  CDNFUSSION  AND  OVER-LAPPING  WITHIN 
TAE  VARIOUS  GOVERNMENT  AGRICULTURAL  AGENCIES 
I.E.*  ASCS  AND  EXTENSION  SERVICES.  D>  LOCAL  RULES 
AND  REGULATIONS  SEVERELY  LIMITING  FARMING  ACT¬ 
IVITIES:  1>  ZONING  LAWS  2>  EPA  REGULAT IONS.  3) 

TOWN  ORDINANCES  VOTED  IN  BY  NON-FARM  ORIENTED 
CITIZENS.  E>  LACK 

OF  MONEY  AVAILABLE  FOR  <.ASCS>  COMMITTEEMEN  TO 
VISIT  SMALL  FARMERS. 


7  FANTASTIC  COST  OF  REAABILITAT ING  RUN-DOWN  FARMS.  3.42 

8  RESEARCA — SMALL  FARM  MACHINERY.  2.77 

9  NEED  TO  ENCOURAGE  APPRENTICESHIP  AND  OTHER  2.69 

EXPERIENCE  ORIENTED  PROGRAMS. 

10  CROP  INSURANCE — NEED  FOR  LOW  COST.  2.33 

11  LACK  OF  AGENTS  THAT  ARE  PRO-ORGANIC  FARMING.  2.31 
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WORKING  GROUP  III  (C) 
MARKETING 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  TDD  MUCH  INFLUENCE  DF  BIG  PRODUCERS  DN  GOVERNMENT  4.94 

RE6ULRT I  DNS  RFFECTING  SMRLL  PRODUCERS. 

£  GOVERNMENT  POLICY  KEEPING  FOOD  CHERP.  4.84 

3  NEED  TO  ENSURE  PRQFITRBILITY.  4.71 

4  GOVERNMENT  SHOULD  USE  ITS  PURCHRSING  POWER  IN  4.67 

SUPPORT  OF  SMRLL  FRRMERS. 

5  NEED  FOR  EFFECTIVE  PRODUCER  CQUPERRT IVES.  4.65 

6  GROWERS  OF  PER I SHRBLES  CRNNOT  GET  FR1R  PRICE.  4.59 

7  NEED  TO  ELIMINRTE  FUTURES  MRRKET  OF  COMMODITIES  ON  4.59 

MERCRNTILE  EXCHRNGE. 

8  FRRMERS  NEED  TO  DO  MORE  PROMOTION  RND  DEPEND  LESS  4.53 

ON  GOVERNMENT  FOR  PROMOTION. 

9  TOO  MRNY  GOVERNMENT  REGULRT IONS  INHIBITING  MRRKET:  4.5U 

HERLTH*  TRRNSPORTRT ION?  DIRECT  «  DFF-FRRM. 

10  LRCK  OF  GOVERNMENT  FINRNCIRL  BROKING — TECHNICRL  4.50 

RSSIST RNCE  FOR  DIRECT  MRRKET I NG. 


AVERAGE 

PROBLEM 

RATING 


Marketing--Conti nued 
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11  GOVERNMENT  IMPORT  POLICY — CROPS  FIND  LIVESTOCK 

IE  HIGH  COST  OF  SERVICE  AND  SUPPLIES  TO  LOW  VOLUME 
PRODUCER. 

13  NEED  EDUCAT  I  ON  REGHRDING  FARMERS'  COST. 

14  HOW  TO  COOPERATE  WITHOU1  LOSING  REPRESENT HT 1 ON  HND 
POWER. 

15  SUPPORT  FOR  DIRECT  MHRKETS  RRE  NEEDED. 

lb  NEED  FOR  RECOGNITION  BY  GOVERNMENT  OF  MERITS  OF 
ORGRNIC  FRRMING. 

17  NEED  EDUCRT ION  REGRRDING  ORGRNIC  PRODUCTS. 

18  MILK  MARKETING  ORDERS  CREATE  INEQUITIES  IN  INCOME. 

19  NEED  TD  EDUCATE  CONSUMERS  REGRRDING  MIDDLEMAN  ROLE 
AND  PROFIT. 

£0  EDUCATE  CONSUMERS  TO  APPRECIATE  QUALITY. 


4. 47 
4.47 

4.44 

4.44 

4.  39 
4.38 

4.31 
4.31 
4. £9 

4.  19 
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WORKING  GROUP  IV  (D) 
Sources  of  Additional  Income 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  MEED  TD  LQCHTE  SOURCES  OF  HDD  1 7  I ONAL  UN-FARM  4.56 

INCOME. 

£  MEED  TD  INCREASE  AVENUES  FOR  DIRECT  MARKETING  3.78 

(E.G.  FARM  MARKET S)  DF  FARM  PRODUCTS  AS  A  MEANS  TO 
INCREASE  INCOME. 

3  NEED  FOR  FARM  FAMILIES  TO  BECOME  MORE  SELF-  3.67 

SUFFICIENT  (ENERGY  SOURCES?  FOOD  PRODUCTION!. 

CONSTRUCTION  SKILLS?  ETC.  )  AS  A  WAY  TO  REDUCE 
EXPENDITURES  AND  THEREBY  INCREASE  FARM  INCOME. 

4  NEED  TO  LOCATE  SOURCES  OF  ADDITIONAL  INCOME  WHICH  3.50 
ARE  FLEXIBLE  IN  TERMS  OF  T I ME (HOURS? SEASONS) . 

5  NEED  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  INSURANCE?  TAX  LAWS?  3.33 

ADVERTISING?  SANITATION-ZONING  REGULATIONS  AND/ 

OR  REGULATIONS  ON  USE  OF  FARM  BUILDINGS  THAT  MAY 
AFFECT  DEVELOPMENT  OF  ON-FARM  SOURCES  OF  INCOME. 

6  NEED  TD  LOCATE  SOURCES  OF  NON-FARM  INCOME.  3. £5 

7  IN  SOME  AREAS?  ZONING-' LAND  USE-' WET  LANDS  REGUL-  £.63 

AT  IONS  HURT  FARMERS  ECONOMICALLY  AND  MAY  LIMIT 
OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INCOME. 

8  NEED  TO  MATCH  FARM  SKILLS  (CARPENTRY?  MECHANICS?  £.56 

ETC.)  AND  FARM  EQUIPMENT  (TRACTORS)  WITH  OFF-FARM 
DEMAND. 
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WORKING  GROUP  V  (E) 

FARM  FAMILY  LIVING:  QUALITY  OF 
LIFE  IN  RURAL  COMMUNITIES 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


C'-'TfiTI-  plhNN  I  NG — TAXES-*  '-.PRIORITY  c..-'  •  ^  NE 

rr-tciTc  THXE^'  are  discriminatory  between  tae 

™“DISm?H|miLYT?SI«^ITS  ToiScDRPDKHk. 

CHILDREN  BEING  FORCED  OFF  THE  FARM  BECAUSE 
ESTATE  TAXES. 


OF 


l^ECOF  LHRGER  FARMS 

1>  ^ADEQUATE  ACCESS  TO  SUFF  ICIEJJT  CHP11HL  HMD  LRE- 

H  ”  i^D 1 1  r^T^HS  EXPENSIVE  HS  LARGER  FARMS . 

T  H?AH  CO^T  OF  FRINGE  BENEFITS  IN  RELATION  TO  OUR 
INCOME:  S^H  AS  LIABILITY,  HEALTH  AND  RETIREMENT 
INSURANCE. 

i  IPBAN _ R,  IRAL  INTERFACE  (.PRIORITY  3>  .  THE  URBAN- 

RURAL  INTERFACE  IS  A  CONFLICT  T AAT  SURFACES  IN  TWO 
WAY'”  T  HE  DETERMINATION  OF  MANY  RURAL  1Eo 

T  Uf  REA  •  TAE  PRESSURES  ON  URBAN  AREAS  AS  MORE 
PEOPLE  MOVE  T  0  T  ME  CITY.  WHILE  AT  TAE  SAME  TIME, 
neuP'-  I  IPIIRBAN  NE1  GABORS  OFTEN  TRESPASS  UN  CROPS, 

'UNTTALI^E  fences  and  buildings,  produce  aazardous 
rSadsu.e  litter;  demand  expensive  new  services  and 

PRODUCE  NEW  ANT I -AGRICULTURAL  ZONING. 

I  ACK  OF  POSITIVE  IMAGE  (.FARMER-COMMUNITY1 
^PRIORITY 4>  AT  THE  POSITIVE  IMAGE  OF  THE  SMHLL 
FARMER  IS  CONSTANTLY  BEING  DAMAGED  BY  HIS  BEING 
STEREOTYPED  in  print  and  by  tae  MEDIA  as  UN 
EDUCATED  AND  CULTURALLY  DEPRIVED.  B.HA1S  IMAGE 
“  further  ERODED  BY  SOL  1  El Y ■ S  EVALUAT ION  OF  HIS 
r  i  iff  PS".  SOLELY  ON  A  MONETARY  BAo-1  L-.'TAE  -NALL 
FARMER" DOES  NOT  ACTIVELY  PROJECT  TAE  WORT  A  OF  FARM 
LIFE  TO  A IS  SURROUNDING  COMMUNITY. 


4 . 5  0 


4 . 5  0 


4 . 4cl 


4.  17 


14 


AVERAGE 

PROBLEM 

RATING 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


Farm  Family  Living:  Quality  of  Life  in 
Rural  Communities--Continued 


SOCIAL  -FARM I NG-RURAL  COMMUNITY  STHBILITY  (PRIOR-  3.83 
I  TV  5>  SMALL  FRRMS  HAVE  A  TREMENDOUS  IMPACT  DM  THE 
ENTIRE  SOCIAL  HMD  ECONOMIC  FIBRE  OF  A  COMMUNITY. 

WHERE  THEY  HAVE  D I  SAPPEARED?  LOCAL  BUSINESSES  ALSO 
DISAPPEAR?  SCHOOLS?  CHURCHES  AND  OTHER  SOCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS  SHRIVEL.  WHERE  THEY  FLOURISH?  THEIR 
ENTIRE  COMMUNITIES  FLOURISH  AS  A  DIRECT  RESULT. 

THE  QUALITY  OF  LIFE  IS  ENHANCED  FOR  FARMER  AND 
TOWNSMAN  ALIKE. 

PUBLIC  MIS-IJSE  OF  FARMLAND.  3.67 

STRESS — EXTERNAL  FORCES?  WORKLOAD?  COMMUNITY  3.50 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

CHILDREN  LEAVING  FARMS — FAMILY  DECISIONS.  3.25 

LACK  OF  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING.  3.08 
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Working  Group  VI  (F) 
ENERGY— TRADITIONAL  AND  ALTERNATIVE 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  GOVERNMENT  SPONSORED  DEVELOPMENT  OF  NEW  RESOURCES. 

d  CONSERVATION?  RECYCLING?  HND  USE  OF  RENEWHBLE 
RESOURCES. 

3  CONSERVATION  OF  ENERGY. 

4  WHSTE  DF  ENERGY  HND  NUN-RENEWHBLE  RESOURCES. 

5  LACK  OF  ENERGY  BILL  FOR  SMHLL  FHRMERS. 

G  HIGH  CAPITHL  COSTS  FOR  ESTABLISHING  ENERGY 
CONSERV I NG  EQU I PMENT . 

7  BURDEN  OF  WHSTEFUL  ENERGY  BEHHVIOR  OF  USH  BEING 
BORNE  BY  HGR I CULTURHL  HREHS:  HIGH  VOLTHGE  WIRE? 
STRIP  MINING?  HND  PROLIFERATION  OF  NUCLEHR  PLHNTS 
IN  RURAL  HREHS. 

8  MONOPOLY  HND  LOBBY  POWER  OF  FUEL  CDMPHNIES  HND 
UTILITIES. 

9  IJNCERTHINTY  OF  SUPPLY  OF  ENERGY. 

10  ELECTRICAL  COSTS  HND  RESOURCES  CI.E.?  RATE 
STRUCTURE  FAVORS  LHRGE  SCALE  USERS) . 


4.78 
4  ■  J  o 

4 .  c!c! 
4.  00 
4.  0  0 
3.89 

3.  89 
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Energy--Tradi ti onal  and  A1 ternati ve--Conti nued 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


1 1 

GOVERNMENT  DRAGGING  FEET  ON 
NATIVE  ENERGY  RESOURCES  FOR 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  ALTER- 
SMALL  FARMS. 

3.33 

1  £ 

NEED  FOR  GOVERNMENT  SUBS1DI 
MEN!  AND  EDUCATION  IN  HGRIC 

ZED  RESEHRCH  DEVELDP- 
ULT LIRE  AND  TECHNOLOGY 

3.  ££ 

FDR  SMALL  FARMS. 

13  THREAT  DF  MISUSE  DF  SDIL  NUTRIENT S  FDR  ENERGY 
•:.HEAT>  *  I.E.j  MANURE  TD  METHANE  GAS. 


14  HIGH  TAXES  DN  FUEL  AND  ENERGY.  3.13 

15  NEED  FDR  REGIONAL*  LOCALIZED  ENERGY  SYSTEMS  WHICH  3.11 

FAVOR  SMALL  FARMERS  AND  RURAL  COMMUNITIES. 

16  HIGH  COST  OF  FUEL  HND  ELECTRICITY.  £.89 

1?  CONFLICTING  GOVERNMENT  POLICIES  IN  USE  OF  RESOUR-  £.67 

CES  U.E.  WATER  FOR  ENERGY  OR  RECREATION:-. 

18  LACK  OF  FUNDS  TO  MAINTAIN  RURAL  SMALL  ROADS  AND  £.14 

BRIDGES  CAUSING  EXCESSIVE  TRAVEL  IN  RURAL  AREAS. 

19  DISTRIBUTION  COSTS  OF  FUEL  AT  LOCAL  LEVEL.  1.63 
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WORKING  GROUP  VII  (G) 
LAND  USE 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  THE  PROCESS  OF  PASS I MG  FARM  LAMD  FROM  GEMERAT I  DM 
TO  GEMERAT I  DM  WITHOUT  EXCESSIVE  GOVERMMEMT 
TAXATION  AMD  THE  REV IS  I DM  OF  CAPITAL  GAIN 
TAXES  DM  LONG-TERM  OWNERSHIP  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
LAMD. 

£  THE  SMALL  FARMER  CANNOT  COMPETE  FDR  AGRICULTURAL 
LAND  AGAINST  MORE  HF FLUENT  SECTORS  OF  THE 
ECONOMY  >  I.E.  DEVELOPERS?  FOREIGN;.  MUNICIPALITIES? 
FEDERAL  AND  STATE  GOVERNMENTS?  INDUSTRY?  UTILITIES, 
GENTRY?  CONDEMNATION?  TAX  SHELTERS  FOR  SYNDICATES 
AND  CORPORATIONS. 

3  INEQUITABLE  TAX  ASSESSMENTS  DUE  TO  CURRENT  USE 
LAWS  AND  DIFFERENCES  IN  LOCAL  ASSESSORS  1  NT  ERPRE 
TAT  I  ON  OF  STATE  LAWS  IN  THE  SAME  STATE. 

4  PRESENT  ZONING  IS  LOCAL  AND  FRAGMENTED?  REGUL 
AT  IONS  DIFFER  VASTLY?  ALLOWING  EASY  BYPASS? 
STANDARIZAT ION  IS  NECESSARY  WITH  PROVISION  MHN 
DAT  DRY  TO  PROTECT  AGRICULTURE. 

5  KEEPING  AGRICULTURAL  LAND  AVAILABLE  FOR  PRO 
DUCT  I  ON?  KEEPING  (.AND  EVEN  IMPROVING)  SOIL 
FERTILITY  BY  RESPONSIBLE  STEWARDSHIP  OF  LAND. 

6  ASCS  COST  SHARING  PROGRAMS  CANNOT  BE  FULLY 
UTILIZED  BY  SMALL  FARMERS  BECAUSE  OF  RESTRICTIONS 
ON  LAND  USE.  ALLOCATING  ADDITIONAL  FUNDS  THROUGH 
ASCS  SPECIFICALLY  FOR  SMHLL  FARMS  UNDER  REVISED 
GUIDELINES  IS  BECOMING  A  NECESSITY  IF  THE  SMALL 
FARMER  IS  TO  SURVIVE. 


4.59 


4.55 


4.  18 


4.  14 


4.  09 


3.45 
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During  the  first  day  of  this  conference  a  total  of  98  high 
priority  problems  were  identified  and  rated  within  seven 
working  grouos. 

Only  the  top  20  problems  reported  for  any  one  working  group 
are  reported  here.  If  any  group  nad  less  than  20  problems, 
all  problems  are  reported. 

All  problems  snown  here  (87  problems)  will  be  rated  by  all 
delegates  during  the  second  day  of  this  conference. 

Tne  results  of  the  second  day's  rating  of  87  problems  by  all 
delegates  will  be  summarized  and  publisned  with  those 
problems  not  included  in  tne  top  20  and  with  otner  conference 
follow-up  material. 
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USDA  STATE  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS 


CONNECTICUT 
Maria  Russell 
CES 

Univ.  of  Connecticut 
Storrs,  CT  06268 
(203)  486-4125 

DELAWARE 

Samuel  M.  Gwinn,  Director 
CES 

Univ.  of  Delaware 
Newark,  DE  19711 
(302)  738-2504 

MAINE 

Edwin  H.  Bates,  Director 
CES 

101  Winslow  Hall 
Unvi .  of  Maine 
Orono,  ME  04473 
(207)  581-2211 

MARYLAND 

Gerald  R.  Calhoun 
State  Conservationist,  SCS 
4321  Hartwick  Road,  Rm.  522 
College  Park,  MD  20740 
(301)  344-4182 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr.  Gene  McMurtry,  Asso. 

Director,  CES 
Univ.  of  Massachusetts 
Stockbridge  Hall 
Amherst,  MA  01002 
(413)  545-2715 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Dr.  Maynard  C.  Heckel ,  Dir. 
CES 

Univ.  of  New  Hampshire 
Durham,  NH  03824 
(603)  862-1520 

NEW  JERSEY 

Richard  D.  Chumney,  Dir. 
Div.  of  Rural  Resources 
N.J.  Dept,  of  Agriculture 
Heal th-Agri culture  Bldg. 

P.  0.  Box  1888 
Trenton,  NJ  08625 
(609)  292-5532 


NEW  YORK 
Robert  Hilliard 
State  Conservationist,  SCS 
771  Federal  Building 
100  South  Clinton  Str  et 
Syracuse,  NY  13260 
(315)  423-5524 

PENNSYLVANIA 
William  Corlett 
Dept,  of  Environmental 
Resources 

Bureau  of  Forestry 
P.  0.  Box  1467 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 
(717)  787-5359 

RHODE  ISLAND 
Susan  Morrison 
Statewide  Planning  Program 
265  Melrose  St 
Providence,  RI  02907 
(401)  277-2656 

VERMONT 

William  Stone,  Program 
Coordinator 
CES 

Univ.  of  Vermont 
Morrill  Hall 
Burlington,  VT  05401 
(802)  951-6262 

WEST  VIRGINIA 
Craig  Right,  State 
Conservationist,  SCS 
P.  0.  Box  865 
75  High  St 

Morgantown,  WV  26505 
(304)  599-7151 
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ACTION  STATE  OFFICES 


CONNECTICUT 

Romero  A.  Cherry,  Director 

ACTION 

Suite  602 

60  Washington  Street 
Hartford,  CT  06106 
(203)  244-2302 

DELAWARE-MARYLAND 
Lillian  McGill,  Director 
ACTION 

2000  Mondowmin  Consourse 
Metro  Plaza 
Baltimore,  MD  21215 
(301)  922-4442 

MAINE-NEW  HAMPSHIRE-VERMONT 

Kirby  McCollum 

ACTION 

Federal  Building,  Room  523 
55  Pleasant  Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603)  834-4773 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Donald  Wright,  Director 

ACTION 

Waltham  Federal  Center  Building 
424  Trapelo  Road 
Walthan,  MA  02154 
(617)  839-7692 

NEW  JERSEY 

State  Program  Director 
ACTION 

143  East  State  Street 
Broad  Street  Bank  Building 
Trenton,  NJ  08608 
(609)  483-2243 

NEW  YORK  (Upstate) 

Carolyn  Whitlock,  Director 
ACTION 

Federal  Building,  Room  1313 
111  West  Huron  Street 
Buffalo,  NY  14202 
(716)  437-4011 

NEW  YORK  (Metro  area) 

Bernard  Conte,  Director 
ACTION 

201  Varick  Street 
New  York,  NY  10014 
(212)  660-3315 


PENNSYLVANIA  (Eastern) 
Eugene  Pasymowski,  Director 
ACTION 

1421  Cherry  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
(215)  597-3543 

PENNSYLVANIA  (Western) 

West  Virginia 

Joseph  Carradino,  Director 
ACTION 

1000  Liberty  Avenue 
Room  2401 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15222 
(412)  722-6745 

RHODE  ISLAND 

George  S.  Lima,  Director 
ACTION 

Federal  Building,  U.S.P.O. 
Exchange  Terrace 
Providence,  RI  02903 
(401)  838-4326 
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STATE  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  ADMINISTRATION  OFFICES 


CONNECTICUT 

W.  James  Rice,  Commissioner 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
1179  Main  Street 
Hartford,  CT  06101 
(203)  566-3318 

DELAWARE 

Edward  Wylie,  Director 

Delaware  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 

820  N.  French  St.  4th 

Wilmington,  DE  19801 

(302)  571-3491 

MAINE 

Timothy  P.  Wilson,  Director 
Division  of  Community  Services 
State  of  Maine  Executive  Department 
193  State  Street 
Augusta,  ME  04333 
(207)  289-3771 

MARYLAND 

Frank  W.  Welsh,  Executive  Director 
Maryland  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
1100  N.  Eutaw  Street 
Baltimore,  MD  21201 
(301)  383-2500 

MASSACHUSETTS 

David  Entin,  Administrator 

Department  of  Community  Affairs 

Divison  of  Social  &  Economic  Opportunity 

10  Tremont  Street,  6th  Floor 

Boston,  MA  02108 

(617)  727-7004 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Edwin  B.  Coltin,  Acting  Administrator 
New  Hampshire  Division  of  Human  Resources 
15  North  Main  Street 
Concord,  NH  03301 
(603)  271-2661 


NEW  YORK 

Abram  D.  Taylor,  Director 
Division  of  Economic  Opportunity 
162  Washington  Ave 
Albany,  NY  12231 
(518)  474-5741 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Michael  D.  Fried,  Director 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
Bureau  of  Human  Resources 
529  South  Office  Building 
P.  0.  Box  155 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 
(717)  787-1984 

RHODE  ISLAND 

William  H.  Pimentel,  Director 
Rhode  Island  State  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity 
150  Washington  Street 
Providence,  RI  02903 
(401)  277-2862 

VERMONT 

Wayne  P.  Calderara,  Sr.,  Director 
State  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
118  Maine  Street 
Montpelier,  VT  05602 
(802)  828-2493 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

John  Shands,  Director 

Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 

1591  Washington  Street,  East 

Charleston,  WV  25311 

(304)  348-3390 


NEW  JERSEY 

W.  Arthur  Lewis,  Director 

New  Jersey  State  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
363  West  State  Street 
Trenton,  NJ  08625 
(609)  292-6212 


23 


/ 


NOTES 


■ 

. 

•• 

. 


■ 


• 

24 


1022459736 


SPONSORS 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 
Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service 
Farmers  Home  Admi ni stration 
Forest  Service 

Rural  Electrification  Administration 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

Science  and  Education  Administration 

Community  Services  Administration 

COOPERATOR 
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